SOCIAL   LIFE   IN   PERSIA

are gradually falling into European ways, for they
do not suit these Frenchmen of the East half so
well as their own manners and customs.

While we were in Kerman the governor was one
who had lived in Europe a good deal, and liked
everything done a la Feringhi; he much enjoyed
English afternoon teas, home-made cakes, &c. Soon
after our arrival there an invitation came from the
governor for dinner the following week. On the
evening appointed a carriage came for us and drove
us to the "Arg," as the house of the governor is
called. We found a splendid dinner waiting for us,
served in French style, about twenty courses of
excellently cooked dishes. After dinner we were
amused by Persian musicians and singers. We were
entertained by the nephew of the governor, who
apologised for the absence of his uncle, who, he
said, was suffering from a bad attack of fever which
prevented his presiding at the table. We heard
afterwards that the real reason of his non-appearance
was not fever, but a fear of being laughed at. He
knew how things ought to be done according to
European fashion, and was afraid that he had not
all the necessaries to carry out a dinner successfully,
and so preferred not to show himself. However,
when he saw how splendidly the first dinner-party
went off he decided to give another, so in about a
week's time we received a second invitation to
dinner. This time the governor himself took the
head of the table, and did the honours of it well,
too. He certainly had nothing to be ashamed of,
for everything was served in perfect French style.
From the soup to the dessert, with all the inter-
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